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more   than   a   fortnight   Madame   could   not   get
over this incident.

About that time she had a quarrel with her
brother, and both were in the right. Proposals
were made to him to marry the daughter of one
of the greatest noblemen of the Court, and the
King consented to create him a duke, and even
to make the title hereditary. Madame was right
in wishing to aggrandise her brother, but he de-
clared that he valued his liberty above all things,
and that he would not sacrifice it except for a
person he really loved. He was a true Epicurean
philosopher, and a man of great capacity, accord-
ing to the report of those who knew him well,
and judged him impartially. It was entirely at
his option to have had the reversion of M. de St.
Florentin's place, and the place of Minister of
Marine, when M. de Machault retired; he said tong the murderer." For                         '<**'*
